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A Lasting Learning Legacy







Ethel Margaret Brown (nee Hopps)
March 22, 1917 - October 1, 1990
Born Meanook, Alberta
Taught school 1941 - 44, 1961 - 81




Eric Philip Brown
November 22, 1915 - June 3, 1999

Born Vermilion, Alberta
Drove school bus 1956 - 1981
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Parents

Jared and Phoebe Brown
Eva and Johw Hopps Married September 10, 1?13
Married June 7, 1905 Vermilion
Lacombe
Ethel and Eric Brown
Married April 26, 1943
Meanook

GQwen Hopps, Laura and Harold Ray, John Hopps Jared and Phoebe Brown
Eva Hopps (sitting), July 1938 after L&H Ray wedding : Meanook, August 1941




Ethel and Eric Brown - Through the Years




Ethel and Eric Brown - Next Generations

Ethel and Eric Brown family - Meanook Reunion 1990
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Remembering Other Teachers in Our Fawily

Hopps sisters: Quen,

Florence, Ethel, Laura 1932

Hopps sisters: Florence,
Gwen, Ethel, Laura 1968

Hazel Hopps 1988

Norman Ray 1968

A

Jean Barry 1978
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These memories are included in the Eric and Ethel Brown and Family
story in the “Colinton & Districts - Yesterday & Today” history book.
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EDMONTON NORMAL SCHOOL

JEAN HLADIK, Wetaskiwin
A twinkling laugh, a pleasant smile,
With lots of zipp and lots of style;
Constant, true and ever bright,
Makes Jean to us seem just all right.

LUCILLE HOCHHAUSEN, Provost, R.R.4.

Ambition: To find a true Democracy.
Hates: Porridge, bow legs and boys.
Likes: Week-ends.

Favorite Song: “In the Mood.”

GRACE HODGSON, Dewberry
Likes: Teasing, late hours, volleyball,
headstands.
Dislikes: Science, 30 below weather, shocks
from door knobs.
Favorite Expression: “Oh, sure!!”

JOYCE HOLLAND, Edgerton

We don’t know much of Edgerton, but we
think it must be fun,

’Cause Joyce Holland comes from Edgerton,
you see.

You can hear her laughter tinkle, in her eyes
a merry twinkle,

And she loves to dance until the clock strikes
three.

KATHERINE HOLMES, R.R. 3,

taschewan
Slmmmsasisrics S =t of the many
DIOTIES . Wil try anything at
least once—even el
Hobbies: Walking with long s and riding

horseback. Hold the Fort, Kay!

ETHEL HOPPS, Meanook

Ethel shines in everything she does, especially
Practice Teaching.

Favorite Expression: “Oh, I see.”

Favorite Pastime: Talking.

JEAN HORRICKS, Mannville

2 loves sleeping, but is always wide awal

B il D
v

Ambition: 10 ao W ool
Pet Aversion: Getting up in the morning.
Good luck to you, Jean!

CECILE HOUDE, Donnelly
Sports: Skating, dancing, swimming.
Ambition: To get to bed before 12 o’clock.
Hobby: Scrapbooks.
Favorite Song: “Till the Lights of London

Shine Again.”
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Xy 3{0“’“ Eric Brown Retirement Tribute
By Aggie Thomson
June 1981

It has been said that everyone has a story to tell. Eric is too shy to tell his story, so | decided to do it for
him. One could start out by saying once upon a time in the year 1956 or thereabouts, there was this
farmer who decided he would become a school bus driver. His wife, Ethel, and the people in his village
of Meanook spoke to him, “Eric are you sure? Have you thought about it seriously? Do you have the
intestinal fortitude to take on such a nerve-racking occupation?” Eric smiled sweetly and replied, “No
problem, if | can farm | can handle a busload of kids.” Imagine, a grown man making such rash

statements like that when Anacin hadn’t even been invented yet.

Well, there was no way anyone could talk Eric out of this seemingly dangerous occupation. Actually, his
love of driving went back many, many years to his marriage to Ethel. It seems the minister couldn’t
make it to the marriage because of bad roads and a broken-down car. Eric went and picked him up

because he wasn’t going to let his redhead get away.

Eric invested in a yellow van that held 18 children. This van was quite the vehicle - nice wooden
benches, no upholstery. Oh, such comfort! In those days the roads left something to be desired. Gravel
had not been invented yet. Therefore, when Jean (all beautifully dressed in pink) took her first trip in
Daddy’s bus, he promptly hit the ditch. So much for the beautiful clothes, as the children had to crawl
over the driver’s seat, out the door and they sank into the mud nearly up to their waists. Regardless of

these minor setbacks, Eric carried on.

Through the years, he watched romance bud, bloom and die. Occasionally romances bloomed and
continued to bloom, for example Wendy Wildfong and Paul Lisowec, Bev Harband and Nick Lisowec,

and of course, Jean Brown and Leonard Barry.

Eric loved his charges. Christmas and end of June treats were his way of showing how much he enjoyed
them. He let the children amuse themselves by supplying boards for the kids on which to play cards. He
also supplied them with numerous homemade nail and wood puzzles. There was a method to his
madness, if the kids were playing cards or working these mind-boggling puzzles, they would be busy

and wouldn’t be screaming, fighting and throwing food around.

Eric’s driving expertise was not limited to the five-day school week. His talents were often used on
weekends by various groups such as 4-H, Scouts, Guides, as well as adult groups. These trips could be

to a variety of places and oh — what an education he received. Let me list some for you.

1) He learned to roller skate
2} He became a professional figure skater just from watching ice capades

3} He was sure he would soon become a rodeo rider
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4) Eric knew every nook, cranny and animal at the Storyland Valley Zoo (the animals recognized
him too)
5) Then, of course, there was the Provincial Museum and Edmonton Art Gallery for the more

serious type education

The naming of these excursions could go on and on. If you want to know something about a

particular place ask Eric, he’s probably been there —not once — but many times.

Eric never mentions the number of sick kids he’s had on his bus, but we can imagine that he’s had

to swab the inside of his bus many times.

Being a school bus driver has its advantages and disadvantages and Eric made the most of the
advantages. Actually, he was Meanook’s PR man. You see Eric enjoyed the afternoon bus trip very
much. When he unloaded his last passenger he would then decide where he would stop for coffee.
He didn’t practice favoritism. He gave everyone a turn. One day Hannah’s, then Whieldon's, then
Wolfer’s, Helms’, Thomson'’s, Dube’s and so on. You see Ethel had put him on a diet and this was
one way he could relieve his sweet tooth without Ethel knowing. Now she knows why he didn’t lose
weight.

There were other advantages too. Eric now has a magnificent supply of Playboy magazines and
Harlequin romances. These were left behind on the bus — at least that’s what he says. You will have

to ask him what he’s done with them. You never know he might just share them with you.

Eric will never take an extra curricular trip on Senior Citizens’ night. He just couldn’t miss a game of
crib with May Walli. At least that’s what he tells Ethel.

| must let you in on a scandalous secret, once in his 25 years of driving, Eric slept in. Oh my, what a
to do around Meanook. Arthur Hopps went one way, Eric went another and Edwin, with his newly
acquired license went another way. Believe it or not, the students were in school on time. Eric was

happy, the students were not happy and the county office never knew — until now.

To tell you the whole truth, there is no way that Eric could have survived for 25 years without help.
There was one person who never stopped giving him aid. You are wondering who? Well, it’s Ethel.
She would call all the families on the route when Eric’s bus got sick, she’d phone if the children
would be late. She had the fastest finger in Meanook. When Eric would come home from a
particularly harrowing bus trip, she would be there to give him tea, many aspirins and rebuild his

shattered nerves.
I'd like to tell you more about Eric’s bus driving career but we’ll let him write his own memoirs.

Eric, thank you so much for your kindness and patience, continue dropping in for coffee — (you can

bring Ethel now) and thoroughly enjoy your retirement.

17



18




There Is No Place Like Home - Meanook
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